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Bumpy ride since toll was
stopped

shflque.ﬂq
@tlme;group com

Noida: Sinc p-
ped ‘on’ the 9.2km DND Fly-
way, which connects Noida’s

Sector 15A to Delhi’s Mahara-

been consplcuously losingits

shieen ‘and showing sigrs of

falling intoneglect.
The flyway is now riddled

withcratersonboth theDelhi

and Noida sides. The recent
spell of rain has washed away
the bitumen layer, leaving the
road that has not been resur-
facedforalongtime pockmar-
ked with rough patches.
Besides, at some spots on
Wednesday, streetlights were
on during the day while others
were rusted or damaged. Side-
wallson portionsof the Flyway
were broken at some places,
while trees were in dire need of
pruning. There was no patrol-
lingsquad ontheroad either.
The DND of today is a far
cry from the road that greeted
residents of Delhi-NCR when

itwasopened in2001asafeatof

engineering that had shaped
the access-controlled, 8-lane-
wide road bridge connecting
Delhi to its eastern neighbour
across the Yamuna.

“Itake the DND for.going to
work in Siri Fort (Delhi) as the
Kalindi Kunj route is also clog-
ged. But the potholes and lack
of repair work over the years
has spoilt the drive. The shif-
tingof MCD’s toll collection bo-
othtothemiddle of theroad in-
stead of the toll plaza triggers
trafficjamsandhasonly worse-
nedthesituation,” said Brajesh
Sharma, who lives in Antriksh
Golf View 2, Sector 78, Noida.

The Noida Toll Bridge
Company Limited (NTBCL),
which operated the DND and
collected toll on it until the Al-
lahabad high court order do-
ingaway with it in 2016, retains

ni Bagh, the road bridge has

a jarring one now

Yogesh Kumar

The flyway is riddled with craters on both the be_lhl and'Noida sides

the job of maintaining the fly-

way. Since the toll was scrap-
ped, NTBCL’s revenues from
DNDrely on advertisements.

Around2.2kmof the DND is
in Noida’sjurisdiction. Butear-
lier this year, the Noida Autho-
rity stopped NTBCL from put-
ting up hoardings on the Noida
side, saying the concessionaire
hadnot paid its licence fees.

In January, the dispute re-
ached the Supreme Court,
which came up with an inte-
rim arrangement.to keep the
maintenance work going -
NTBCL could put up hoar-
dings on the Noida part of the
Flyway but also pay up a spe-
cificamountof licencefee(Rs
125 per sqft) to the Authority
everymonth in advance.

NTBCL promoter; Infrast-

. ructure Leasing & Financial

Services Limited (IL&FS), told
TOI on Wednesday the compa-
ny had been undertakingregu-
lar upkeep but the road bridge
needs - “major - repairs” for
which it had also approached
the UP and Delhi govern-
ments, and subsequently the
Supreme Court lastmonth,
“The general maintenance
work i$ assessed by an inde-
pendent engineer; appointed

- jointly by NTBCL, lenders and

Noida (Authority) — who sub-
mitsamonthly report. Wehave
not - received any concerns
from Noida in thisregard. Noi- -
da toll bridge construction is
over 20 years old and in need of
major repairs, including some
structural repairs. After wri-
tingtores e governments
on multiple occasions for assi-
stance, NTBCL had to recently
approach the Supreme Court
seeking issuance of directions
to governments of UP and Del-
hi for providing an estimated
amount of Rs 100 crore,.. The
matter is pending,” said Sha-
rad Goel, chief communica-
tions officer, IL&FS Group, ina
statement on Wednesday.
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